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• Active Transportation Planning

� Non-motorized modes: 

� Careful planning:

� Health & Sustainability benefits

• Case Study: District of Sparwood

Introduction: Actively Reshaping Transportation

Images: http://www.travelwise.org.nz/i/para/Pomaria9.jpg
http://www.richmond.ca/__shared/printpages/page2051.htm

http://www.inlineskates.us/inline-skating-530.jpg

� In-line skaters
� Skateboarders
� Cross-country skiers

� Safety
� Convenience
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• District of Sparwood, BC:

� Around 4,000 residents, primarily employed in local 
coal mining (31%) and retail (14%) industries

� Established recreation and tourism industries

� Near major ski resort

Community Profile

Image: http://www.sparwood.bc.ca/About%20Sparwood/Pictures
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• District of Sparwood, BC:

� Highway 43 sole traffic 
connection between 
developed areas North 
and South of Elk R.

� New pedestrian bridge 
over Elk R. will provide 
direct access for active 
modes

Community Profile
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Study Objectives

• Address key planning components to encourage active 
travel within the community:

� Identify routes

� Amenities

� Illumination

� Staging

� Community and workplace initiatives

� Bylaws

� Education
Image:
www.cambridgebicycle.com
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Study Methodology

• Document existing conditions:

� Official Community Plan and future development plans

� Field counts and site visits

� Public Workshops

• Integrated planning

• Develop ATP
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Key Planning Considerations & Solutions

• Issue: Ensure public acceptance of ATP and encourage 
system use

• Solution: Engage public in two workshops to obtain 
information and feedback, as well as to educate residents:

� Session 1 (Oct ’08): introduce ATP, highlight health 
benefits, obtain feedback on existing barriers to travel

� Session 2 (Dec ’08): present preliminary plan to public 
and obtain feedback



2009 ITE Midwestern District Annual Meeting

• Issue: Determine route locations and 
infrastructure requirements, making streets 
as open and active as possible

• Solution: Considered resident needs and 
existing roadway and pathway conditions

� Wide roadways with 40 km/h speed limit

� Improve multi-modal accessibility

� ‘Active-Ways’

Key Planning Considerations & Solutions

Image: 
http://www.ultimatetrailguide.com/ccp51/
media/images/category/skatethumb.jpg

Image: 
http://www.cardiff.gov.uk/picviewbig.a
sp?Image_ID=766&language=
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• Active-Way:

� Based on bike lane concept

� Wheeled users better maintain speed on smooth street 
surface; separated from pedestrians

� Unsupervised children intended to use sidewalks

Key Planning Considerations & Solutions
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• Recommended network components:

2.5
Off-street in dedicated 

ROW, wayfinding signage.
Primarily recreationalUnpaved Trail

DESIRABLE
WIDTH (m)

DESCRIPTION:USERS:FACILITY:

1.8 – 2.1
On-street signed route (no 

pavement markings).
All active modes

(except pedestrian)On-Street Route

1.8 – 2.1
On-street, signed and 

marked route.
All active modes 

(except pedestrian)Active-Way

2.5 – 3.5
(two-way)

Off-street in dedicated 
ROW, signed and marked.

All active modesMulti-Use Pathway

1.8
Grade-separated, 

adjacent to roadside.
Pedestrians onlySidewalk

Key Planning Considerations & Solutions
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Key Planning Considerations & Solutions
• Routes in Sparwood Heights:

CURRENT PEDESTRIAN ROUTE 
ALONG HIGHWAY 43



2009 ITE Midwestern District Annual Meeting

Key Planning Considerations & Solutions
• Routes in Sparwood Proper:
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Key Planning Considerations & Solutions

• Issue: Environmental and wildlife concerns

• Solution: Address winter accessibility and perceived safety 
concerns caused by wildlife

� Additional width for snow storage

� Sheltered bike racks and storage facilities

Images: http://www.canmore.ca/living/recycling-garbage/animal-proof-containers.html

� Set-backs for signs, amenities

� Illumination on remote paths

� Animal-proof refuse bins
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Key Planning Considerations & Solutions

• Issue: Implementation 

• Solution: Prioritized network components with respect to:

� Construction timeline 
(<2 yrs, 2-5 yrs, >5 yrs)

� Signing/marking

� Illumination

• High-level cost estimates:

� Pathways: $9.6M ($7M New + $2.6M Upgraded)

� Active-Ways: $250K

� Unpaved Trails & On-Street Routes: $150K

� Paving
� Provision of rest areas
� Maintenance
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Key Planning Considerations & Solutions

• Issue: Community initiatives and programs to encourage 
active travel

� Community and workplace initiatives

� Bylaws

� Education

Image: http://www.travelwise.org.nz/i/para/Pomaria9.jpg Image: http://www.sparwood.bc.ca/About%20Sparwood/Pictures%20&%20WebCam/index.html
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Outcome: Sparwood Active Transportation Plan

• Ultimate vision of the ATP:

� 20+ km of multi-use pathways

� 9+ km of on-street active-ways

� Seamless multi-modal system supported by 
appropriate infrastructure and community initiatives

Images: http://www.sparwood.bc.ca/About%20Sparwood/Pictures%20&%20WebCam/Images/air%20sparwood%20proper%2092-1.jpg   
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Questions?


