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From the Driver’s Perspective
Greenfield Ave.  -- West Allis Wisconsin



Elements of Access Management

¨ Safety – Reduce collisions/conflicts

¨ Mobility – Move traffic along highway

¨ Accessibility – Get to where you want to go



Based on P.R. Statfield, “Accidents Related to Access Points and Advertising Signs in 
Study” , Traffic Quarterly (January 1953)



There is no such There is no such 
thing as a Safe thing as a Safe 
Access.Access.

As the number of access As the number of access 
points per mile increase, points per mile increase, 
so does the frequency of so does the frequency of 
total highway total highway 
collisions.collisions.

And the rate also And the rate also 
increasesincreases

Each access = 4%Each access = 4%

NCHRP 420



Conflict Points- Traditional 
Intersection Design



Capacity BenefitsCapacity Benefits

Source: Florida DOT



Decreasing Decreasing 
crash rates by crash rates by 
adding adding 
mediansmedians

Florida DOT



Intersection Crash Rates (MN) by 
Control Type and Family



It’s a Matter of Balance



Implementing 
Access Management Practices

¨ Statutes - Ordinances

¨ Transportation Plan/Comprehensive Plan

¨ Permits & Development Plan Reviews

¨ Corridor Studies



Contiguous Plat Ordinance

¨ State Legislation – 1973
– Specific to Dakota County

¨ Plat Ordinance – 1973

¨ Plat Ordinance Updates - 2005



Dakota County
2025 Transportation Plan

¨ Adopted July 2004
¨ Identifies several issues and strategies for 

access management
¨ Provides spacing 
guidelines



Implementation: Permits



Corridor Studies

¨ Assess existing and 
future conditions

¨ Develop consent for 
preferred plan



• Clearly Identify Project Need:



• Assess Conditions



• Define Need to Act



Identify Specific Corridor Issues:

¨ Crash problem at Promenade intersection
¨ Difficult to make left turns from side street 

throughout corridor
¨ Queuing / Spill back issues at various 

intersections 



Establish Public Involvement Process:

¨ Communication -- Throughout process!



Communicate What We Heard
CSAH 28 Corridor Wide Public Input:

¨ Speeding / Need for enforcement
¨ Need to create more roadway connections
¨ Congestion
¨ Concern for safety, turning onto and off the 

highway



Utilizing Access Management: 
Strategies for Corridor Projects

Requires Additional Elements within 
the Study Process!



It Takes Some Time

? No!



It Takes a LOT of Time!

?



Keys to Success: Education and Public/Agency Involvement



Keys to Success: Education



Key to Success:  Explain terms



Key to Success: Explain potential solution 
ideas/terms



Key to Success: Collaboration
(beyond traditional Public Involvement)

¨ Working relationship with all agencies
¨ Special Business/Advisory Groups
¨ Individual/area meetings



Alternative Development & 
Refinement
¨ Iterate Process to get consent for tough solutions.

¨ Collaboration with all agencies/stakeholders



End Result: 

Adapted Corridor Recommendation!



County Highway 42 – Segment 8



Highway 42 – Segment 8 
Existing Conditions

Full Access 
Side Stop

Signal

½ mile ½ mile ½ mile

Right 
Angle 

Crashes

Rear-end 
Crashes

Excessive 
Queuing

4-Lane Divided

6-Lane 

Divided



Judicial Rd

Close Access
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Highway 42  - Segment 8
Proposed Plan

Signalized 
Intersection

¾
Access



2008:  Project Under Construction!



2009:  Project Completed!



Long term Plan: Safety Mobility Accessibility



¨ Develop roadway connections

¨ Identify access (full and partial)

¨ Make signal revisions/restrictions



Action: Identify the need – work to develop a plan 

Steps to successful access management 
implementation involves varies elements:

– Comprehensive Operation Plan for permit issuance
– Corridor Studies

– Development Plan Review
– Partner with other agencies

Start today to move traffic in the future!



Resources

www.dakotacounty.us

www.accessmangement.info
FHWA (Access Management)


